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' a lawsuit over -

Together, we considered it a ~p}IJ.~~to ~with all the problems 
in the Jail: Overcrowding, pt><JICiil'flle<J1~~~ e C,onditions throughout. 

wD'~Pi>l~~~Jjll::a!!1S:D:::k:l~~~:~psi oyersight and the lawsuit 
~on ~ounty Jail was 
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I am writing you to , re y concerns about the FCC's consid oft 

'~'ta '~ · 
charges. I maintain telephone revenue was absolutely key to ' • County and our 
ability to fight for, and eventually obtain constitutional conditions and ultimately, A.C.A. 
accreditation. In Indiana, our General Assembly has wisely looked at the issue of inmate 
telephones and enacted l .C. 5-22-23-6. In addition, the·legislature has e1'1Cted a specific .statute 
conceming'the '1se .. oi:those·funds fot departmental ~ent, specificaqyJ;.C • .)6-8-.10-21. 
Additioilally;, our,appellare courts ·have e<>nsi4ered yhallenges ·to ;our s.tatqto:cy~prQ~sio~ 1Ul~ . . ' . 

rejected them out of hand. See Alexander v. Marion County Sheri.ft 89liN.E.2d 87 (Ind. Ct. 
App. 2008). Thus, in In~ we have a judicially approved statutory sc~~e that allows d. 
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Sheriffs to utilize telephone monies to operate and maintain jails in accoul with high standards. 

Obviously, the accreditation by ACA, as well as the accreditation by the National Commission 

on Correctional Healthcare (NCCHC) directly benefits inmates and, ultimately, their families. 
I 

Jail telephone communications are closely monitored at the Marion eowkJ Jail. Costs 

associated with Jail telephones are high due to the wanton destruction, m*1 lDlusual we.ar and 

tear. Simply maintaining these lines is difficult enough. At the Marion ¢ountY Jail, we have 

staff dedicated to making sure the telephones are in good repair. We ha+ f'dditional staff 
dedicated to ensure inmates do not rig the tel system and gain~ to outmde lines·that . 

are not restricted. 1bis is a constant and · ~ eavor. f ; .. . _, . . 

We also ,figb.t • COl)R&Dt battle of ~:a-dangerous security 
risk, and we have worked cl cell'pbones. 
A few times a year, a "·~J;:R!~tjJl~'..e\'lllljil~ 
looking at technol.Qg1"'\\'tl~)DJ.,-:l 

Unfortunately, Ulc;t~~o,&Y 

t is closely linked to our 

a safer and more secure 



Furthermore, we are working with the telephone vendor to provide additional opportunities to the 
· inmates. Obviously, we could restrict inmate commtinication to Jail visits and written letters. 
However, in addition to telephone communication, we are investigating tJie possible inmate use 
of emails and texting. Furthermore, we are considering electronic gam~. and other devices 

I . 

which would allow inmates more opportunity for diversion. "An idle mif1d.is the devil's 
workshop," and we have foiled major escape attempts over the last few~· It takes time and 
money to develop these options for the imnates and their families, but~ fplephone monies 

:::!~:: . ;~L~ 
classes, and A.Aft;lAactiviti by1t4e Jail's Commissary 

' ' Fund. MarionCOuiity j ' ~ the rising 
number of female · to the 
infrastructure weIJ(.!Uddb« 

cc: Congressman Andre Carson 
Senator Joe Donnelly 
Steve Luce, Indiana Sheriffs' Association 
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